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Money was raised 
for the planter by a 
plant sale, dreamed 
up and organised by 
Jileen Loo-Willmott 
and ably assisted by 
Wendy Daniell and 
Marjory Wright.  
Jil’s energy and 
enthusiasm for the 
sale produced a 
wonderful selection 
of donated plants 
and we raised 
around £160 on the 
day.  More 
donations came in 

later as the surplus plants were taken to the stands outside the 
Hub and recycled to new homes over the next week or so. It was a 
very successful exercise, enabling donations to be made to 
Breakheart, the Chapel ,(who kindly hosted the sale), and the Hub.  
-  A massive thanks are due to Jil for this great achievement.  

THE 
GREAT 
PLANT 
SALE !



UPDATE 
ON THE 
CAFE

It’s been really wonderful to have happy, smiling and appreciative 
people back in the café and, not only have we welcomed 
villagers, but many visitors to the area, especially cyclists and 
walkers, attracted down to the Hub by notices on the Cotswold 
Way and from word of mouth.  These include repeaters and 
regulars, drawn back by the quality of the welcome and the 
memory of the cakes they enjoyed on their previous visit.  The 
café has been freshly decorated and is now adorned with 
bunting, greenery and regularly refreshed artwork, making it a 
lovely space to sit for a while. 
Tarragon has a beautiful new display fridge to the left of the 
counter where you will find sandwiches and paninis in a range of 
flavours, including vegan and gluten free options, as part of her 
new lunch menu.  These are all served in the café with a nibble of 
crisps, and also available to takeaway.  The famous sausage rolls 
are still available, and she also offers toasted tea cakes from 
Walkers Bakery?  In the new fridge Tarragon’s celebration cakes 
on display.   
You probably haven’t seen Tarragon’s new oven – not so visible. 
Both oven and fridge were bought with a generous grant from the 
Prince’s Trust. Tarragon has had invaluable support and advice 
from the trust during the setting up of T&Cakes.  This grant is a 
tangible support for the business, allowing it to develop and 
expand, and is very much appreciated.  New shelving in the 
kitchen area completes the refurbishment.   
The Postal Boxes initiative has proved a lifeline for people 
missing Nibley treats during the lockdown, and they are still being 
sent out every week near 
and far, crammed with 
brownies, brookies and 
other yummy delights.  
Tarragon is experimenting 
with new products that will 
travel well inside these 
letterbox friendly containers.  
See T&Cakes Instagram and 
Facebook pages. 

Our frontage facelift! 
We are extremely grateful to 
Jon Ames who sanded down 
Brian’s Bench, filled in the 
cracks and rejuvenated it. It 
looks brilliant. It has become 
such a popular pitstop for 
folk to rest or partake of a 
treat from the café - it was 
beginning to look very tired!  
Thank you so much, Jon.  

The new planter under the Parish Council noticeboard was 
provided for us by Breakheart Community Project who make 
bespoke wooden items to raise funds for the upkeep of the 50 
acre site.  Ray Pekala from BCP struggled to source the 
necessary wood which is in short supply at present. Ray 
managed to source alternative timber and adapt the original 
design to replace our old planter before it completely collapsed 
on to the pavement. Thank you so much Ray for all your time and 
trouble – we love it and hope it will last many years to come. 

Thank you! 
Joy Jellings kindly donated a bike to us to sell for Hub funds, 
which we happily did. Many thanks, Joy. 

Come, join our happy band at the Hub 
We are a dedicated bunch of regular volunteers whom you will 
see when you use the shop. Folk are also making up and 
delivering orders and providing Carolyn with support in less 
visible ways.  Inevitably as things open up in the outside world, 
circumstances change, and the holiday season looms people will 
have less time. We would like to add a few friendly faces to our 
group – could this be you?  If you are new to the village, it is a 
brilliant way to get to know people (and hear gossip).  If you are 
recently retired or with more time on your hands, the commitment 
is small.  Some volunteers work every week, some only once a 
month, or any times in between.  The shifts are only 2½ hours, 
the till is easy peasy, and customers unfailingly polite and 
undemanding.  Bonus: you get a free tea or coffee from 

Tarragon!!  Ask any of the folk you find behind the 
counter, and you will find we all highly recommend it as 
an occupation.  Come and chat to any of us or contact 
Carolyn (details below). 

Carolyn: carolyn@nibleyhub.co.uk tel: 01453 542494 
Tarragon: tandcakes19@gmail.com tel: 07805342196 
Marjory:  marjwright54@gmail.com  tel: 01453 542511 
Alison:  nibley50@gmail.com  tel: 01453 546251 
Charles charleslamplugh58@gmail.com     tel: 01453 549016 

Follow us on Facebook: North Nibley Community Hub 

 or Instagram: north_nibley_community_hub         

orders.nibleyhub@gmail.com

Old … 

and New !
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HAPPENINGS AT THE HALL                                  

www.northnibleyhall.org.uk 

HAPPY MONDAY LUNCH CLIENTS! 

Welcoming diners back into the hall for Monday Lunch (which just happened to be on     

Friday dinner time) was just delightful. We are continuing with deliveries but hopefully will 

also  be able to continue to have some diners back in the Hall in a Covid safe way.  

VILLAGE HALL AGM  
 

The much delayed Hall AGM will be held on Thursday 1st 
July in the Hall. Visitors are welcome but please let us know 
you are coming—contact us by email, in person or telephone. 
We are currently short of  the 12 Trustees we are allowed so if  

anyone is interested in joining the team do let us know.  

 

And STOP PRESS 

from near the HALL:   

SWIFT NEWS 
from Peter Kirmond 

After 4 years of trying, for 

the first time this spring 

we have Swifts nesting in 

the nest boxes on the 

front of our house. At the 

time of writing (20
th

 June) 

two of the four boxes are 

occupied with 1 egg in 

one and 2 eggs in the 

other. 

Swift numbers have 

plummeted in recent 

years largely as a result of 

loss of nest sites under 

the tiles/slates at the 

bottom edge of house 

roofs. There are a few 

long standing swift nests 

in the village – most nota-

bly under the roof of the 

terrace at the New Road 

end of The Street but, if 

numbers are to recover, 

new colonies need to be 

established. Otherwise, 

there is a real risk this 

sight and sound - the very 

essence of summer - may 

become a thing of the 

past. 

We currently have four 

boxes on the front of our 

house (36, The Street) 

and the Howes next door 

(34) have six.  

The Swifts will be here 

until the young fledge at 

the end of July. Come and 

see these masters of our 

skies zooming in and out 

of the boxes! 

A full article on this with a 

call to arms to put up 

more boxes around the 

village will appear in On 

The Edge later in the 

year. 
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The Shop Association held its AGM by zoom 
this year. We are very grateful to those who 
attended. After calling a few people we 
managed to get enough shareholders to be 
quorate! 
 

At the start of the reporting year (January 
2020), we had been open for some 10 weeks as the Village Hub 
and were settling into a routine with a turnover of around £350 a 
week with around 120 transactions. This carried on, improving 
gradually for the first few months of the year – until lockdown. 
 

It was then that the Hub was able to really live up to its name! 
 

As ever, the committee, and the village are deeply indebted to 
Carolyn who masterminded and managed the services the Hub 
was able to provide. In this she was so ably and willingly supported 
by the dedicated volunteers who kept the Hub open throughout, 
albeit with reduced hours. It is easy to forget the time and effort 
she put in to ensure the Hub kept a stock of essential supplies 
when they were so hard to get from supermarkets or elsewhere – 
but she managed it! 
 

The next initiative was to take weekly orders for collection on a 
Thursday morning or for home delivery within the village. We are 

so grateful to the whole ‘Thursday Team’ who managed all this. 
 

Throughout it all, Tarragon was able to stay open for take-aways, 
and was able to come up with all sorts of different recipes and 
ideas. Her cakes were delivered with orders, sent by post, but all 

served with her hallmark quality, friendliness and enthusiasm. 
 

Our weekly sales often exceeded £1000 with 150 transactions. It 

was apparent that people were able to meet many of their needs 
by purchasing from the Hub – Thank you! - and please keep using 
us!  Our biggest week ever was the week before Christmas when, 
due to the volume of orders, operations moved to the village hall. 

We sold over £2,200 of food that week! 
 

We would like to express our deep gratitude, on behalf of the 
village, to all those who helped out, in whatever way – and there 

are lots of examples I have not mentioned. 
 

We are delighted to welcome Aileen Kirmond to the committee. 
She was elected along with all the retiring members of last year's 

committee. 
 

Financially, we are in a healthy position, but we are frustrated at 
having to pay corporation tax and have been considering whether 
there are any options to minimise it. Sadly, we cannot be 
registered as a charity as HMRC does not recognise our core 

objectives of supporting retail enterprises as charitable. 
 

The only way to avoid paying corporation tax is to give profits to 
charity. That is a possibility in the future - when we have paid off 
our loans and have adequate cash reserves to cope with 
reasonably foreseeable circumstances. We had a discussion 
around what our charitable objectives might be. It may well need 

an amendment to our rules to allow some of these. 
 

It was suggested we talk to other local community shops to see 
whether they have the same issues and any proposed changes will 

be brought to a future AGM. 
 

We should not forget that we are very fortunate to have this 

problem!                                                                                                                                                                                                    John Hay 

North Nibley Preschool 
In June we focused on fine motor skills 
with the children through painting, for 
example, with small objects like tweezers.  
We also read the story of the Super Worm 
and went on numerous bug hunts!  During 
July we will be doing sports week, with lots 

of races, obstacle courses and working on gross motor skills.  
We will also be looking at people who help us, talking about 
different occupations and doing some role play.  Due to COVID-

19 our “end of year party” will be slightly different.  However, 
we will still be having lots of fun and games and a picnic on the 
field. 
We are pleased to say that we are up to capacity for our 
2021/22 intake, with a waiting list in operation.  We continue to 

take 
deposits 
to secure places for 2022/23 too.  We have limited the 
maximum session number to 15 to keep the Pre-school small 
and not let it be commercialised in anyway.  Don’t let the fact 
that we are full put you off enquiring.  We have a waiting list 
in operation and numbers fluctuate during the Pre-school 
year, so a space could become available. 
 

We regularly update our website 
(www.northnibleypreschool.co.uk) with pictures of what 
activities our children have been up to.  Due to current 
COVID-19 restrictions we are still unable to show prospective 
parents around, but you will find a video tour of the setting on 
the home page – please do have a watch.  You can also find and 
follow us on Facebook to see what we have been up to during 
the week.   

http://www.northnibleypreschool.co.uk
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Dear Stakeholders, 

Every school is expected to have a ‘strategic direction’ and one of the main 
requirements of the school governors is to set that direction, in consultation 
with the head teacher, the staff of the school and other stakeholder groups, 
including parents, children and those in our local community.  We have set up 
a website where you can read more about our proposals, at 

http://www.northnibley.gloucs.sch.uk/governor-strategy-consultation-2021/ 

We invite you to comment on our ideas and help set our strategic direction in 
the next four years. The web-site will go live’ on Monday 21st June and any 
comments must be received by the end of the day on Monday 5th July.  We 
look forward to reading your thoughts. 

LOOKING BACK… 

As we come towards the 
end of a most bizarre year 
in Education, I’ve asked 
the current Year 6 pupils – 
our 11 year olds – to reflect 

on their time with us. Before they leave us, can 
they recall some of the high points of their primary 
school careers, in terms of their LEARNING, 
ACHIEVEMENT, FAITH and FUN? (Those four qualities 
relate to our school vision and hopefully will 
underpin much of their lives going forward). 

As you might expect, they had plenty to say!  Thank 
you to Amelie, Grace, Jude, Zachariah, George, 
Oliver, Samuel, Oliver, Elliot, Olivia, Cara, William, 
Isabella, Hannah and George.  You have certainly 
been a year group to remember! 

When I look back on my time at North Nibley, my 
best piece of LEARNING was… 

• when I was learning about the Titanic 

• when I learnt how to do maths 

• about Titanic and World War 2 

• when I was able to finish all the questions and 
get a certificate 

• learning maths in a fun way, running around the 
classroom doing sums as quickly as I could 

• improving my handwriting 

• the art – we always did something for all levels 
and I loved it! 

When I look back on my time at North Nibley, my 
best ACHIEVEMENT was… 

• going through a really tough time with SATS 

• reaching the expected standard in all my 
subjects 

• learning art which I never thought possible, but 
now I can 

• when the school came in second place in a 

cricket tournament

• getting a certificate for the first time. 

• being chosen to be a presenter in our Summer 

Production

• finishing my times-table test in 4 minutes 

• getting through some really hard maths on ratios 

• when I got through SATS because I was really 
worried about them. 

When I look back on my time at North Nibley, a 
memorable encounter with FAITH was… 

• when my older sister left at Leavers' Service –       
I prayed properly for the first time 

• when I learned how to listen to people and 
respect their differences 

• when I led prayers in our pupil-led assembly  

• becoming more confident around others, speaking 
or acting or both. 

• learning to have more confidence in myself and 
what makes me special 

• seeing the world in a new way through 
photography. 

When I look back on my time at North Nibley, my 
favourite moment of FUN was… 

• going to the Quad-Kids County Finals 

• when we had our fun day on the last day of term 

• when the school went to Cattle Country for the 
day 

• going on the school residential to London 

• when Ms Surridge caught me dancing to a song 
called ‘This girl is on fire’ 

• visiting London with all my Class 4 friends 

• seeing the Crown Jewels in the Tower of London 

• when I came joint first with my team in Cricket 

• when we sang in the Summer Production called 
‘Rock Bottom’. 

• when we performed for the first time as Year 3s 
in the Summer Production. 

I hope that the summer finds you in good health, and 
that you have the time and space you need to 
recharge.  What are you LOOKING FORWARD to?   
How soon will the ‘new normal’ become the ‘old 
normal’?  Time will tell. 

Paul Batchelor 
Head Teacher 

www.northnibley.gloucs.sch.uk 
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How, when and why did you have the idea to take on the 
site at the former Breakheart Quarry?  Did you always 
have the vision of what it could become? 
I grew up at the quarry as a kid.  I was always messing 
about up there.  Living on Woodmancote, it was the place 
that held a mystique and a danger, so was the place to go. 
Then as an adult I worked up there as an electrician for the 
CEGB and its successors. When I became office bound as a 
senior electrical engineer at Berkeley power station, I 
noticed on my computer one day that the NDA was divesting 
its assets, including the quarry site.  I put in an expression 
of interest. And the rest, as they say, is history!  
The original vision of countryside education, learning and 
recreation is still our ethos, but with that comes a great 
deal of commitment, as we are all volunteers.  The time 
that we can spend on the area is limited as are the 
fundraising opportunities. I don't think it has reached its full 
potential yet after 12 years. We cannot develop it as we 

would like as it is leasehold, and we do not want to invest 
the public’s money into something that could potentially be 
taken away from us. I have always said that if Breakheart 
came up for sale, I would like to buy it and that remains a 
hope for the future. 
 
What groups currently use the site and for what 
activities? 
All manner of groups use the area, from dance classes in 
the main hall to forest schools using the outside space and 
motorcycle trials clubs for organised events.  Radio 
controlled model cars come to test their ability climbing 
over the small rock quarry faces. The local guides, scouts, 
army cadets, air cadets, and running clubs make use of our 
extensive and unusual terrain.  We are also pleased to 
welcome many local schools for field trips to study the 
range of flora and fauna. 

Breakheart, which lies just within  
Nibley parish boundary to the 
north, has had several 
incarnations over the years.   
From the 19th until the mid 20th 
centuries, it was the site of the 
quarrying of inferior oolite, before 
this soft limestone was no longer 
required and the site fell into disuse. 
In 1967 the Central Electricity 
Generating Board (CEGB) leased and 
subsequently purchased the remote 
site to use as a destructive test centre.  
Some Nibley villagers of longstanding 
will remember both these periods.   
(We recall occasional, loud, reverberating bangs 
from the vessel testing …...eds)   
After the closure of Berkeley Power 
Station and the start of its 
decommissioning, Breakheart was run 

down and by 2000 it was unused. It was 
then managed by the Nuclear 
Decommissioning Agency (NDA) which 
set about finding alternative uses for 
such sites.  A group of Dursley 
residents expressed an interest in 
managing the area for the NDA and, 
after negotiations and putting forward 
their plans, became the successful 
leaseholders of the site, forming a 
limited company, Breakheart 
Community Project Ltd (BCPL).    The 
aim of the group was to restore the 
overgrown site and dilapidated 
buildings to their former state, while 
allowing the local community access as 
a place of learning and leisure.  As 
well as the 2 quarries, Breakheart 
comprises a significant acreage of 
ancient woodland in Millend Wood, 

including aged coppiced beech, ash, 
hazel and oak.    

Ray Pekala was the instigator of this 

initiative and became chairman of the 

board of the newly formed BCPL.  In 

2013 the company achieved charitable 

status and Ray became chair of the 

trustees.  Now retired from ‘real work’ 
he retains these positions and 

personally puts in a huge number of 

hours maintaining the site.  Last 

month, the Hub asked Ray to make a 

new planter (one of his many skills) 

and you will see on the front page 

what a beauty it is.                           

Marjory Wright, who was a director 

and trustee of Breakheart for some 

years, spoke to Ray about what 

actually does go on ‘up there’! 

6 

Breakheart: what actually does go on ‘up there’?! 



Has becoming a charity made a difference to your 
fundraising capability? 
To a degree yes, as individuals and grant-giving 
organisations are more willing to donate to a charity than to 
just a community project. Our lifeblood is small constant 
donations to allow us to pay the bills. We do not have 
specific fundraising criteria as that is a dedicated job and 
we as volunteers do not have the time to write and submit 
bids.  
 
We have received many compliments about 
the wonderful planter that you made for the 
Hub.  Is this something you do regularly to 
fundraise? 
I really enjoy making wooden furniture and 
woodcarving (evidence of this can be seen 
around Breakheart) but the availability of 
materials is very tricky at present.  We make 
benches, planters and bespoke wooden items 
and we accept donations for our funds. I am 
always happy to talk to people about specific 
requirements.   
 
Is there a lot of maintenance required to manage the 
site?  Do you have volunteers to help?  
An awful lot of maintenance, yes!  We have 54 acres 
including ancient woodland with a 25 year management plan 
sanctioned by the Forestry Commission. This entails scrub 
clearing, tree thinning, and selective felling to keep the 
understorey and diversity of plants and wildlife evolving. We 
are also undertaking a project with the help of the 
Gloucestershire Conservation Board, to coppice the hazel 
stands and provide a source of sustainable local charcoal, 
using our handmade kiln.  
There are just the four directors who keep the place running 
with no other regular practical help. We always welcome 
volunteers with time on their hands and practical skills as 
long as they can share our vision and ethos.   
 
When are you open to the public? 
We are open all day, every day of the year. The main gates 
and carpark are only open when we have time to open and 
close for vehicular access, but the small kissing gate by the 
side of the gate is open all the time, as is the public 
footpath that runs across the 
quarry from East to West 
(note: not far from the top of 
Warend Hill, via a stile).  
There is plenty of parking 
along the road by the main 
gates for when the vehicular 
gate is closed.  
 
What do you offer at the 
Visitor Centre? 
It is very popular, but when 
we can have it open is purely 
dependant on my team’s 
availability to be on site. 
When open we offer snacks, 
hot and cold drinks, and a 
place to sit or read.  We have 
a vast variety of nature books 
for education purposes and 
leaflets of attractions around 

the area.  It works on an honesty basis; drinks are offered at 
cost, and people pay what they think they are worth and 
can afford. 
 
Do you have way marked trails 
through the site? 
Yes, all our trails are hand dug and 
they circle the entire area.  They are 
for the benefit of everybody, cyclists 
and walkers - there is no area that is 
prohibited although most of the tracks that go down into the 
woods are not suitable for the less mobile. 
 
Tell us about the diverse range of flora and fauna. 
We have a moth and butterfly expert on the board and do 
regular moth surveys which have identified countywide and 
nationally rare species. We are also working with the 
Butterfly Conservation charity to enhance areas surrounding 
the quarry to encourage Grizzled and Dingy Skippers to 
thrive.  
We have had surveys identifying and recording the range of 
wildflowers on site, but our main interest is in the diverse 
array of orchids that appear from time to time depending 
upon conditions.  Our scrub clearance strategy has helped 
encourage their appearance. 
 
What is the status of the dormouse population?   
The dormice are still monitored every year and I look for the 
nut count as this gives an idea of numbers. However, I 
believe that we do not have as strong a population as we 
once had. I think that is just a natural decline. 
  
What new or ongoing projects do you have in mind for the 
future? 
Oh lots!  We would like to provide access to the woodlands 
for the less mobile and to provide a history centre to 
enlighten the public about what the area was previously 
used for.   We would also like to provide a safe and smooth 
access road and a proper car park.  However, all our future 
plans depend on funds and our ability to secure the freehold 
of the area for all time for the people of the surrounding 
parishes to enjoy. For this, we need people to get involved 
and help us make the place grow into the very special place 
that I know it can be. 
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In my last report I promised you information on your new 

council, however as our meeting was held so late this month 

and the kind OTE editors have allowed me to squeeze in a 

short report, I am respectfully saving the introduction to your 

council for a later edition when I can give the editors more 

notice of need for space.  Apologies to those who were 

looking out for this. 
 

The council meeting was held on the 14th June and at my 

second go of setting up a Covid restricted meeting room I can 

safely say it was a lot more welcoming to public attendees.  

Unfortunately, we do still have to restrict numbers of 

attendees, but I am glad that some of you took advantage of 

being able to email me your comments for the open public 

session within the meeting.  The council appreciates your 

input into agenda matters and looks forward to hearing from 

you. 
 

Planning 
The council considered three planning applications at the June 

meeting.  The council did receive comments from members of 

the public and took these into consideration when deciding on 

their response to Stroud District Council, however, I urge you 

all to remember that North Nibley Parish Council is just one 

comment, no matter how many comments feed into that.  If 

you are aware of a planning application which impacts you in 

any way then please do comment on the SDC website directly 

to make sure that your personal views are counted.  

On the subject of planning the council also discussed the 

Stroud District Local Plan review in order to agree how the 

council will comment on the content of the plan.  The deadline 

for comment has been extended until midnight on the 21st 

July 2021, with this in mind the council has deferred this to 

the July agenda for further consideration.  For more 

information on this, please visit www.stroud.gov.uk/

environment/planning-and-building-control/planning-strategy/

stroud-district-local-plan-review.  

 

Parking Complaints 
It's not a new topic, but one that the council keeps revisiting in 

the hope to find a resolution to the parking and road safety 

issues experienced when we have visitors to the knoll and the 

woods.  This time the council discussed the possibility of a 

bylaw.  Since our meeting Cllr Symons has met with a 

Highways representative who has made some other 

suggestions for the council to consider at a later meeting. 

 

Harmonious usage of the woodlands 
The council are looking into ways in which they can work 

with local biking, riding and walking communities to 

encourage considerate usage of the pathways in the woods.  

We receive reports of riders riding dangerously, people setting 

dangerous traps for riders, individuals damaging trees for fire 

wood or building jumps, dog walkers not picking up their 

dog's poo and campers leaving litter.  We are looking at how 

to reach this minority group.  If you have any ideas or think 

you can help, then please send me an email, I'd be happy to 

hear from you.                                                                                                      

 

Other business 

Cllr Symons has now had a face to face meeting with a 

representative of Highways and reports that he is feeling 

confident that action will be taken upon our requests to resolve 

the damage caused along Snitend Lane, the blocked gullies 

and the blocked drains. 

Cllr Symons also discussed some speed management/road 

safety options with the Highways representative and the 

council will be considering some suggested options in future 

meetings 

 

Neighbourhood Development Plan 
What are Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDP)? 

Through The Localism Act and Neighbourhood Planning 

Regulations communities have the right to undertake 

Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDPs). These are simply 

documents – produced by the community for their community 

– containing maps, lists and policies. They focus on shaping 

new development so are based on land use and planning issues 

around practical things such as: 

 

 provision of walking and cycling routes 

 design of buildings 

 traffic management 

 utilities 

 affordable housing 

 sites for facilities e.g. shopping, school, play areas 

 where new allotments go 

 wildlife and landscape areas.   

 

 For general information about NDPs and to see completed 

plans from other communities, please visit www.grcc.org.uk 

More information on Neighbourhood planning can be found 

on the gov.uk website: www.gov.uk/government/publications/

neighbourhood-planning 

To echo my previous OTE comment, an NDP is a major 

project therefore it is important to all of the councillors that 

it comes with support and engagement from the community.  

If you think you would like to get involved as a volunteer or 

would just like to find out more, then please contact me via 

email.  

Please keep an eye out on agendas as this subject will be an 

item for discussion very soon. 

Next Meeting Dates 

July 5th at an earlier start time of 7pm.  Due to Boris's 

announcement, the meeting will unfortunately still be subject 

to restricted numbers. 

Look forward to seeing you around the village. 

All the best 

Mandy 

 

Mandy Rossiter, Clerk - North Nibley Parish Council 

clerk@northnibleyparishcouncil.org.uk 07920 103 953 

www.northnibleyparishcouncil.org.uk 

Parish Council Matters - June 2021 
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 Pentecost 2021 

 Thank you to everyone who 

joined us to celebrate this 

special occasion, making 

paper doves, blowing up balloons and 

eating birthday cake. 

The wind and rain held off for us and, 

since we were meeting outdoors, we 

were even able to sing.  All very joyful!                 

Rosie’s Ramblings 
 

I think it is probably an old 

fashioned foible of mine that,  

when I set a table, I put out 

fabric napkins for everyone who is going to be eating. I am 

slightly less apologetic about this than I might have been as it 

means that our two year old granddaughter who has long since 

refused to wear a bib can at least be persuaded to protect her 

clothes from major spillage and mess by tucking her napkin into 

her top. This was useful the other day in particular when she 

spent the day dressed as Cinderella wearing her ‘ball gown’ 
which certainly wasn’t machine washable. Her four year old 
brother who was Buzz Lightyear avoided major consumption of 

ecologically unfriendly wet wipes by using his napkin to wipe his 

face and fingers.  

However, my commitment to the afore mentioned items means 

that every member of the family has their own silver napkin 

ring. A couple of years ago, there was much joshing and joking 

between two new long term partners of my children about who 

had received their napkin ring first. It may be silly, but it is 

clearly symbolic of belonging to our bunch. 

It was a Major Incident, therefore, when, after the Christmas 

before last, my husband’s napkin ring went missing. I’m not 
good at losing things at the best of times so I hunted hard for it, 

hoping it had rolled beneath the sideboard and nestled amongst 

the dust and dead wood lice I discovered, to my shame, when I 

moved out this heavy item of furniture. It was nowhere to be 

seen and eventually I pinned my secret hope on the prospect of 

it resurfacing when the Christmas linens and decorations came 

down from the loft at the end of last year.  I tried to reconcile 

myself to the  likely scenario that it had been scraped into the 

bin with the detritus of Christmas crackers or other bits of 

festive frippery while simultaneously nurturing the secret hope 

that it would resurface amongst the Christmas linens and 

decorations when they next came down from the loft. 

It did not. It was gone and that was that. 

A month or so ago , my husband and I were filling some large 

garden planters with fresh soil and compost from our two 

garden bins when the cry went up, “Look what I’ve found!” and 
there it was, amongst the rotting vegetable matter and 

industrious worms – one silver napkin ring still clearly 

recognisable on his shovel load of compost!   

I was thrilled and I think my husband would actually admit to 

being quite pleased. 

The ring was cleaned and polished and is now restored to its 

rightful place on our dining table. 

It was my daughter’s subsequent enquiry about whether it 
would come up well enough to use again after its 18 month 

spell in the bin that made me reflect at a deeper level. That was 

allied to Peter’s ramblings last month about “restoration”. 
Wherever we have been in our relationship with God over the 

time of the pandemic, or longer, he will welcome us back into 

the heart of his family with open arms. 

And if we find our way back to church after many years of 

deciding it was not for us, or out of our comfort zone, we will be 

welcome there too. Not only that – there will be much rejoicing!                 

       Rosie Casken 
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North Nibley Chapel 

www.northnibleychapel.org.uk 

Rosie Casken,  

Chapel Development Worker,  

mailmeroses@yahoo.co.uk   

07977454083  

Dave Purnell   

davidpurnell48@hotmail.com  

07775876738  

St Martin’s Church 

www.northnibleychurch.uk  
 

Rev’d Rachel Cook,  Vicar 

vicar@tyndalebenefice.co.uk 

07483 146531  

Rev’d Peter Marsh,  Associate Priest   

pcemarsh@gmail.com  

01453 547521   

(not after 6.00 pm, please)        

Wynne Holcombe ,   

Churchwarden, 

stmartins.northnibley@gmail.com  

01453 542091                                 

Kate Cropper,                                             

Tyndale Benefice/Vicar’s Secretary 

      office@tyndalebenefice.co.uk 

01453 842175  

A Warm Welcome Back to Live Worship! 

Throughout July and August, there will be a live service in North Nibley 

every Sunday, alternating between the Church and the Chapel. 

Chapel services will usually last around 40 minutes and absolutely everyone 

is welcome. 

July 11th at 10am …………...Led by Joy Howell 
July 25th  at 10am ……..…..Café Church led by Revd Peter Marsh 

August 6th at 10am ………..Led by Paul Woolner 

August 22nd   ………………...To be confirmed And at the Church…. 
Do join us!  All are very welcome. 
 

Sunday 4th July at 9.30am  

Morning Worship  led by Revd Peter 

Sunday 18th July at 9.30am  

Holy Communion 
 

Audio– services continue Sunday by 

Sunday via www.northnibleychurch.uk  
 

Wednesdays 10am -4pm Private prayer  

http://www.northnibleychapel.org.uk
http://yahoo.co.uk
http://hotmail.com
mailto:pcemarsh@gmail.com
mailto:office@tyndalebenefice.co.uk


JAMES PITT 
BESPOKE JOINERY 

   
LET US TRANSFORM YOUR 
IDEAS INTO REALITY….. 
 

 Hand Made Kitchens  
 Individual Design 
 Doors, windows, Stairs 
 Conservation Work   

Tel:07973 360131 

COLE BUILDERS 
Dave & Fred 
 

DECADES OF EXPERIENCE 
 
 SMALL-MEDIUM JOBS 

 MASONRY – PLASTERING 
 JOINERY – ROOFING – PLUMBING 
 

 KITCHENS - BATHROOMS 
 
Tel: (01453) 545474 & 521027 
12, The Street, North Nibley 

PAUL BURTON 
ABBEY ELECTRICS 
NICEIC Registered Electrician 

LOCAL FRIENDLY SERVICE 

 Rewires 
 Extensions 
 Outside Lighting 
NO Job Too Small 

 

Grooms Cottage, Isle of Rhé, 
Nibley Green 

07989 595077 

Grosvenor House Practice Ltd 
Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

TIM BROWN FCCA 
Director 

E: tim@ghpl.co.uk 
 :01666 503606 
Priory Park, London Road, 
Tetbury, Glos. GL8 8HZ 

www.ghpl.co.uk 

 

T. 01453 542494 
M. 07870 564228 
timbrelldecorators@gmail.com 
www.pandstimbrelldecorators.co.uk

Black Horse Inn - North Nibley 
 

 LOCAL CASK ALES AND CIDERS  

 TRADITIONAL PUB FOOD SERVED DAILY  

 COMFORTABLE EN-SUITE ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE           

 COSY BAR WITH LOG FIRE   

 OUTSIDE SEATING AND BEER GARDEN  

Contact: 01453 543777  
Website: www.blackhorse-northnibley.co.uk   

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
TREE & GARDEN 

SERVICES 
GEORGE HARPER & RYAN BRANCO 
George Mobile: 07940087822 
Ryan    Mobile: 07554665026 
glos-tree-garden@outlook.com 
NPCT Qualified – Fully Insured 

Friendly Service 
*Tree Surgery *Fire Wood  

Gardening Services     
*Hedges  *Soft Landscaping  

 
 

 
     Servicing & Car Repairs 
   All Under One Roof 
M.O.T’s on Cars, Motorbikes & Vans, Air Con, 
Scanning, Fault Code Reading, DPF  cleaning, 
Roadside recovery, Car Sales  and much more                                                        

Tel: 01453 543264 
admin@autocheckccc.co.uk 

H M COWLES  
                            

 FORESTRY   CONTRACTOR   &   FIREWOOD   SUPPLIER  
                                       

BARN-STORED, SEASONED  HARDWOOD  BEECH &  ASH FIREWOOD 
LOGS  AND KINDLING 

                                                                                                                              
CUT  TO YOUR  REQUIREMENTS   

 
STOCK  UP  NOW  FOR  WINTER  —  PROMPT  DELIVERY 

 
Call   HOWARD  on   01453 542676  or   07831 268057                                                                      

 R.A.W.DECORATING 
  

PAINTING AND DECORATING 
 

RICHARD  WILLEY  
 

07776016159              
01453 541932  

 
RichardWilley1@btinternet.com  

£5 off your 
next car MOT 

with this 
advert. Valid 
to 01.07.22 

 

IAN HALL:  E: gardensuppliesglos@gmail.com 
Office: 01453 547299 Mobile: 07879 855172 

www.gardensuppliesglos.co.uk  

 Mulches  
 Composts 
 Play Surfaces  

 Fencing 
 Paddock Maintenance 
 Hay & Straw 

WOTTON FARM SHOP 
& POTTING SHED CAFÉ 

Fabulous Farm Shop  on your doorstep offering  
Lots of homemade and locally supplied produce  

Call in and see us  
Open 7 days a week    01453 521546 

See  www.wottonfarmshop.co.uk for  COVID  sales details 

GIDEON AYRES 
 

Building, Repairs   
        and 
Masonry 
      
Landscapes 

 
 
 Tel: 01453 546557 

Family run vineyard in North Nibley 
 Free local delivery of our delicious wine 

(min order £20) 
£10.50 bottle dry white wine 

£57 case of 6 
 Contact: laura@roadgreenwines.co.uk 

Facebook & Instagram: 
#roadgreenvineyard 

www.roadgreenvineyard.co.uk 

 ROAD GREEN VINEYARD 
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www.huntscourthuts.co.uk 
contact@huntscourthuts.co.uk  01453 544632  



Hello everyone, 

Everything as before! If anyone has any 
news they would like to pass on let me 
know. 
Hopefully we will be able to meet 
soon, Val and Lorraine have offered to 

complete the talk on Cambodia and Vietnam that was 
planned for last year, so provisionally maybe we can 
meet at 2.30pm on 14th September to hear them. 
They may be able to carry on the second instalment in 
October! 
I hope everyone is well.       Pat Symons 01453 845154 

EYE 

VILLAGE 

Thanks to all the volunteers who saved the mini orchard! 
We are so grateful to everyone for making it possible for the trees on 
the verge next to the HUB to remain standing and hopefully fruiting 
(despite my very radical prune last year!)  The good news is that the 
woman who has moved into 1 Tyndale Close wants to take over the 
verge herself! It is such a relief that because of your very kind offers 
to take care of it, all those amazingly productive fruit trees and 
bushes do not have to be cut down and the verge returned to grass.   
Special thanks go to Julia Meyer and Brenda Hellier who cut the 
grass and cleared the mess left by the council who built a little fence 
then took it away again! Catherine Braun for all her work on my 
behalf with Stroud District Council. Tim Andrews who kindly offered 
to give advice and all of you that so kindly offered to work!  Roger 
Moon also took over an allotment in Wotton which we did not want 
to let go until we had finished all the leeks and broccoli.  And of 
course the On the Edge team for printing such a great article on the 
front cover of the March issue.  So, from the bottom of our hearts, 
THANK YOU, WONDERFUL PEOPLE OF NORTH NIBLEY! 

Carol and Brian Elloway 

On The Edge Editors & Contact Details 
 

Please note that the DEADLINE  

for ALL SUBMISSIONS  

for the August/September 2021 issue  

is 10th July  

to our email address: nibleyote@gmail.com  
 

Sue Devine  543748     Di Hay  544965                          
Dave Beer   546251    Dave Earle  546659               

Alison Edwards 543441     Alan Shrimpton  544409    
 

If any other publication wishes to use items from this 

newsletter, kindly contact one of the editors. 

THANK YOU ! 
To all our longstanding and new         

advertisers who have continued to support 
OTE through these difficult times. Your 

contributions have been and continue to be 
vital to our survival. 

        'SAVE   THE  DATE...for..' 
                         STROUD     RETROFIT  

                      FAIR 

         It's all about :-   
    - saving you money - 
                - greening your home -  

- improving the energy performance, 
comfort and value of existing buildings. 

    
 Meet many of the experts, discuss green 
grants, funding, and the science of it all. 

 The FREE event is organised  
by Nailsworth CAN. 

      

SATURDAY 11th SEPTEMBER   
9.30am - 3.00pm  

at the SUBROOMS STROUD.  

SWEEPSAFE 
Chimney Sweeping from £50 

Stove installations and repairs 
Registered Sweep            Approved Installer

   
Traditional chimney sweeping, power sweeps, CCTV checks, 

smoke escape tests, replacement fire bricks, rope seals and glass,          

  chimney lining and nest removal.    

Certificates issued for your insurance. Fully insured. 
CRAIG OGBORNE 

07477 544344 
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TLC Support Services is domiciliary care provider 

registered with the Care Quality Commission.  We aim 

to provide a high-quality service to enable people to 

remain living in their own homes 

 

Our team of professional, reliable care workers can offer assistance with 

Personal Care, Social Support & Domestic Support 
 

If you would like information about the services we offer, please call or  e -mail 

01453 844080         admin@tlc-supportservices.co.uk                                                                                     

 

17th Century Farmhouse providing luxury bed &breakfast   

open all year. 

Private bathrooms, Egyptian cotton bedding & luxury toiletries . 

Evening meals, licensed bar &guest snug.    Dog friendly 

Contact 01453 549016 

www.forthaybedandbreakfast.co.uk 

Andy     Shutter  

Rose   Specialists              

& Kirsty            
       

Bespoke Wooden Window Shutters 

www.dappleddaylightshutters.co.uk 

01453 520475 / 07975 835292 



(above)The Beeches on Wood Lane, 
with the first bright green leaves of 
spring, lifted our spirits this year after 
a long wet, cold winter.   Jane Kennett 

Weeping Willow, Nibley 
Green (left) The classic 
old watering can was 
hanging on the old apple 
tree when we moved in. 
We instantly christened 
the tree "Mr McGregor", 
the scene being so 
reminiscent of Beatrix 
Potter.  We now know 
he's a Newton Wonder, 
but Mr McGregor he is, 
and will always remain. 
He is so elderly that he 
leans over a little more 
each year..(right). 
(The Hay family) 

(right) Although I have moved 
away from Nibley, I do have 
two special trees planted in 
the cemetery in memory of my 
dear Ken. I’ve chosen the 
Silver Birch since the Rowan 
looks much better in autumn 
with autumn berries! 
“Nibley was our family home 
and now Ken rests in peace 
by the trees he loved. Under 
the Monument a silver birch is 
planted in his memory.”  
Eliz Miller 

We rescued this monkey puzzle tree when it was being thrown away by a 

resident in Barr’s Lane.  After dragging it across the gardens we planted it 

in pride of place in our garden where it has been for 20 years, quadrupling 

in size!     Carolyn Timbrell (right and left) 

(left) The “Tortoise Tree”, 
Forthay   Our family’s favourite 
tree is the monkey puzzle tree 
at Forthay. On our daily 
journeys to playgroup and 
school, (many years ago now), 
it stood out as a marker, proud 
and tall.  Because of the shape 
of its canopy, our boys called it 
the tortoise tree and there was 
always great excitement when 
we came across the large 
cones that had fallen from its 
great height.       Alison Beer 

(above) 1. The Handkerchief tree (Davidia involucrata) because I 

have never seen anything like it and it is fascinating. 2. The sequoia 

as I love the texture and colour of the bark. 3. My cornus kousa 

looking especially magnificent especially in the sun this year (best 

its been since we've been here)    Deborah Eley 


